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Major Indicators of the Russian Internet Market 

 
Audience:  May is the traditional start of summer vacations and the official beginning of dacha season 
for Russia.  Given that many Russians continues to access the Internet from work1, and many were 
absent due to holidays, the number of Internet users2 in Russia declined 1% for the month to 10.1 
million.  J’son & Partners and SpyLOG estimated the number of dedicated3 Internet users was 3.5 million 
in May. 
 

Internet Users Number (million) % of population (16+) 

Weekly active audience4 4.5 4.0% 
Total weekly audience 6.1 5.5% 
Monthly audience 10.1 9.0% 

Sources: J’son & Partners; SpyLOG 
 
Regional Distribution:  The share of Moscow city and region of the weekly Internet audience 
declined from 44.2% in April to 42.3% in May.  Other regions continue to capture market share as 
Internet usage expands throughout the country. 
 

Regional Distribution of Russian Internet Users (Top 10 Local Markets5) 
 

1,5%

1,5%

1,6%

1,8%

2,1%

2,3%

2,7%

2,9%

10,4%

42,3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

N.Novgorod

Samara

Chelyabinsk

Vladivostok

Rostov

Krasnodar

Yekaterinburg

Novosibirsk

St.Petersburg

Moscow

 
Sources: J’son & Partners; SpyLOG 

 

                                                 
1 Based on the April measurement, 5.1 million Russians had Internet access from their offices or public Internet-access 
points.  The number of users accessing the Internet from home computers was slightly down in May reaching 5 million. 
2 Under an Internet user we consider a unique cookie-file; usually one cookie-file corresponds to one Internet access point 
(PC) 
3 Regardless the place of Internet Access (office, home, public places) 
4
 Weekly active audience is users having not less than 3 sessions during last week. 

5 
Local Market is any subject of the Russian Federation 
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Internet Penetration in Russia:  Based on weekly audience, Internet penetration in Russia  reached 
5.1% as of May 2003.   

 
Top 5 Regions with the Highest Internet Penetration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sources: J’son & Partners; SpyLOG 
 
Domain Statistics:  By the end of May, the number of registered domain names reached almost 
175,000.   Monthly growth was nearly 3%. 
 

Registered Domains in Russia, 2003  
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⇒ In May, Moscow’s share of registered 

domain names accounted for 57.4% 
of total RU. domain names. 

 
⇒ The number of domain administrators 

belonging to businesses was 57% at 
the end of May. 

 
⇒ Non-residents account for 3% of total 

RU. domain names. 

 
Sources: Ru.Center, official registrar of RIPN 

 
For further information, please contact:  

 
J’son & Partners SpyLOG 
Tatiana Tolmacheva 
e-mail: Tatiana.Tolmacheva@json.ru 
tel: +7 (095) 925-7245 
fax: +7 (095) 925-9177 
www.json.ru 

Alexandra Trubitsyna 
e-mail: expert@spylog.ru 
tel: +7 (095) 786-2552 
fax: +7 (095) 332-0390 
www.spylog.ru 
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This Market Watch is prepared by J'son & Partners and SpyLOG companies jointly.  The companies carry out their own independent 
research of the Internet market in Russia.  We make extensive efforts to present data and predictions representing our best estimates 
available at the time of publishing.  The companies reserve the right to revise data if and when individual operators publish audited 
subscription data at a later date.  Publications and media can use the data created in this market watch.  

Region May 2003 April 2003 

Moscow and oblast 17.2% 17.5% 
St. Petersburg and oblast 10.2% 10.1% 
Tomsk oblast 6.6% 6.1% 
Novosibirsk oblast 6.5% 6.6% 
Novgorod oblast 6.4% 6.9% 


